
sible?), coverage of ani-

mals besides squirrels, 

and sensationalized arti-

cles covering topics we 

care about (gossip, sex, 

drugs).  My hope is that 

weôll have more coverage 

across the department, 

with regularly appearing 

articles from grad stu-

dents, staff members, and 

post-docs.  

 

With the end of the Thies-

sen era comes the end of 

the faculty abuse of 

power. Please submit arti-

cles (and article ideas) to 

me, Iôll take just 

about anything 

(creswell@cmu.edu). 

 

- David Creswell 

This month the PLB be-

gins a new era. I will be 

taking the reigns as editor, 

printing all the news thatôs 

fit to print. As you might 

suspect, I envision the 

PLB rivaling the NY 

Times in coverage and 

investigative reporting. 

Just like the Times, the 

PLB will report all of the 

dirty gossip, include opin-

ion pieces that cover the 

breaking department sto-

ries, pictorial coverage of 

local animals, and of 

course, include a coupon 

section. 

 

I want to acknowledge 

the wonderful work of 

the previous PLB edi-

tor, Erik Thiessen 

(ET). As a remembrance, 

this issue is largely de-

voted to memorializing 

his ñglory daysòðI hope 

you enjoy it. I caution you 

in getting overly excited 

about ETôs reign though, 

there are some dark cor-

ners if you look closely. 

For example, the impact 

factor of the PLB has 

plummeted during ETôs 

tenure. 

 

I blame this on his ten-

dency to write an exces-

sive number of watered 

down articles, confusing/

rambling writing style, 

and his pathological ten-

dency for telling lies.  

 

Things are going to 

change at the PLB. There 

will be shorter articles, 

more pictures (is that pos-
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When Dr. Thiessen negoti-

ated soundproof testing 

rooms as a part of his start-

up package nobody consid-

ered this request suspicious. 

After all, Dr. Thiessen con-

ducts research on language 

acquisition.  I, like many of 

my colleagues, assumed that 

Dr. Thiessen is concerned 

about outside noise interfer-

ing with his studies.  Sadly, 

we have all been mistaken.  

The real reason Dr. Thiessen 

needs soundproof testing 

rooms became apparent to 

me only when I visited his 

lab as a parent rather than as 

a colleague.  Here is the ugly 

truth: Dr. Thiessenôs experi-

ments are excruciatingly 

mind-numbingly boring.  

Therefore, soundproof test-

ing rooms are intended to 

prevent bone chilling baby 

cries escaping the walls of 

Dr. Thiessenôs lab torture 

chamber. On behalf of doz-

ens of babies who have suf-

fered through Dr. Thiessenôs 

experiments, I am asking 

you to contact Dr. Thiessen 

and demand that he makes 

his experiments less boring 

(or at least less lengthy). As 

you can see in the picture, 

Eric tries to placate babies 

using a throat-grab maneu-

ver he learned as a wrestler.  

 

 

This article was submitted 

by Dr. Anna Fisher, a con-

cerned parent of a 14-month-

old baby girl who was trau-

matized by Thiessenôs ques-

tionable research practices 

ChildrenѨs Tears: A Hidden Cost of Scientific Discovery  

eled. As a long-time denizen 

of the South Side, Thiessen 

has been associated with 

dangerous roving gangs. An 

unnamed undergraduate 

source has also been quoted 

as saying, ñDr. Thiessen just 

kept following Dr. Creswell 

around Baker Hall, saying 

óIôm the Senior junior nowô 

while rubbing his hands to-

gether in that menacing way 

of his.ò 

While further investigation 

of Thiessen is conducted, the 

inauguration of Editor-elect 

Creswell is slated to go on 

as planned. Confirmation 

hearings are scheduled for 

February at which time the 

senior faculty will question 

Creswell to ascertain the 

depth of his understanding 

of central departmental is-

sues such as squirrel home-

land politics, the abduction 

of Marcel Justôs neck tie, 

and the ideal ratio of diet to 

regular Coke at faculty 

meetings. Despite push-back 

from squirrel opposition 

groups, editor-elect Creswellôs 

confirmation hearings are ex-

pected to be a success. 

Following confirmation, Cres-

well will be briefed on top-

secret Psychology Department 

matters including covert-

operations surveillance records 

of the graduate wing, Anna 

Fisherôs KGB background, 

and the secret vortex in 

Brooke Feeneyôs wing that 

pulls faculty to Yale. Editor 

Creswell and his PLB will face 

challenges in these tight eco-

nomic times. Whereas Thies-

sen was able to marshal the 

resources to support a full-

time squirrel reporter, a closet 

full of costumes with which to 

infiltrate graduate student 

events, and a thrift-store digi-

tal camera, Creswell may need 

to revive the Holt-era policy of 

just making up the news. 

  

 ð Lori Holt 

 

Creswell PLB Inauguration Tainted by Thiessen Misconduct  

Just weeks after his promo-

tion to Associate Professor, 

Psycho? Logical? Bulletin 

editor-in-chief Erik Thiessen 

took actions that are now 

under scrutiny as an alleged 

abuse of power. Unnamed 

sources close to Thiessen 

describe the systematic in-

timidation that took place in 

the days leading up to Editor

-elect David Creswellôs 

grudging acceptance of the 

head post at the Bulletin. 

According to allegations, 

Thiessen used bribery, offer-

ing Creswell unlimited use 

of Sheldon Cohenôs BMW, a 

closet full of 20-year-old 

department whiskey, and 

full access to David Raki-

sonôs Wii. Intimidation 

charges have also been lev-
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Dr. Thiessen is smiling 

during a testing session, 

because he knows this 

babyôs cries will not be 

heard outside of the 

lab. 

ѫ...soundproof 

testing rooms 

are intended to 

prevent bone 

chilling baby 

cries escaping 

the walls of 

Dr. ThiessenѨs 

lab...Ѭ 

Thiessenôs gang name on 

the South Side is ñJokerò 



Great men are meteors, consuming themselves to light 

the world. 

      - Napoleon Bonaparte 

 

Until you're ready to look foolish, you'll never have the 

possibility of being great. 

      - Cher 

 

For the last 3 years, Erik Thiessen has worked tirelessly, 

fearlessly, and sometimes childishly to bring the CMU 

Psychology department the quality publication we know 

as the PLB. As the Editor-in-chief, his job was to report 

the news ï both research, personal, and squirrel related ï 

to the ever gossip-hungry mob that roams the 3rd floor 

halls of Baker Hall. During this time, he made us laugh, 

he made us cry, he made us cheer, and he made us laugh 

again. But what is Erikôs legacy? How will future genera-

tions of CMU graduates, undergraduates, staff, and fac-

ulty remember his time as PLB editor? And what does the 

future hold in store for the rag-mag that gives us all an 

excuse to take off our pants - maybe thatôs just me - and 

not work for 10 minutes as we run our eyes over the tittle

-tattle of the previous month. Here I list, in no particular 

order, the top 3 contributions of Erikôs glorious and igno-

ble reign.  

 

1) Whatôs in a name? One of Erikôs longest running and 

greatest gifts to the department is to make us realize that 

names are not written in stone. I, for example, always 

thought my name was David because, well, itôs on my 

birth certificate and that is what everyone calls me (to my 

face at least). But I was wrong. Now itôs Davey. Like 

Davey Jones of Davey Jonesô locker. Or Davey Jones 

from the 60s pop-group The Monkeys. You may think 

Iôm joking here but Iôm not. Soon after the article declar-

ing my new name was published two undergraduates who 

I had never before laid eyes on started singing 

ñDaydream Believerò as I walked past them. And before 

Charles Kemp had even arrived Erik had renamed 

himé.well, I wonôt get into that. Anyhow, in the spirit of 

Dr. Thiessenôs change-the-name storyline I suggest that 

from now on we call him Rik, or Dr. T, or ET. Anything 

thatôs even close to these will do. Itôs payback time.  

 

2) Itôs ok to tell porkyôs. No, this isnôt a reference to the 

1980s film about Florida high schoolers searching for sex  

in all the wrong places. Itôs cockney rhyming slang for 

lies! Unlike the previous editor, Lori Holt, who combined 

cutting edge investigative reporting with a strong love of 

gerbils, Rik Thiessen has never been shy about, well, 

making up stuff. Brooke Feeney as a drug-addled psycho-

path? False! John Anderson has a fake leg? False! Dr. T 

as a burly man? False! Ken Kotovsky cooking squirrels 

for Friday night dinner? Well, that one is true but I canôt write 

about it because of the PETA lawsuit. The point here is whenever 

it was a slow news month ï meaning that Sheldon didnôt win an 

award or Marcel wasnôt on TV ï ET simply created his own sto-

ries out of thin air (aka, the stuff between his ears). This is all 

well and good if you want to read a publication thatôs fun and 

gives you a good laugh. But who among us wants that? All I can 

pray is that incoming Editor, J.D. ñhot stuffò Creswell, takes the 

PLB back to its roots: Course rosters and department birthdays.  

 

3) The walls have eyes.  It used to be the case that you could get 

up to all sorts of shenanigans and nobody would ever know. Yet 

ever since Rikki took over as PLB editor it seems as if around 

every corner there is a digital camera charged and ready to shoot. 

It is almost as if ET is a one man group of paparazzi. When 

Mikeôs tenure as department head was renewed ï there was Rik 

with a camera. When I tried Dance-Dance revolution for the first 

(and last) time ï there he was again. When Emilie, Erin, and 

Theresa decided that happy hour should start at 2 pm on a Friday 

ï guess who was on the case with a camera and helping them to 

finish the Chardonay. The bottom-line here is that once again the 

citizens of the psychology department can go about their business 

without fear of being captured in digital hi-resolution. Whether 

this means there will be an upsurge in, shall we say compromis-

ing behavior, remains to be seen. But I, for one, am willing to use 

the menôs room by the soda machine for the first time in 3 years. 

This will bring me relief on many counts.  

 

So, there you have it. Erik Thiessen, editor, psychologist, and 

man-child. We have him to thank for looking forward to the first 

of each month with genuine anticipation ï though most of us 

would like to thank Kathy Majors too for making sure our pay-

check goes through. Few appreciate how much work is involved 

in compiling each issue of the PLB - what with making up names, 

taking pictures, and creating fibs ï but ET went over and above 

(and sometimes through) the call of duty. Erik, you will be sorely 

missed and I, for one, salute you for sacrificing on our behalf 

your time, your energy, and your dignity.  

 

   - David Rakison 

Erik Thiessen: A Retrospective  
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Thiessen, in one of his many disguises, so that 

he can snap PLB photos 

http://www.giga-usa.com/quotes/authors/napoleon_i_a001.htm
http://www.giga-usa.com/quotes/authors/cher_a001.htm


The HeadѨs Corner: Scheier Has Positive Things to Say About 

Thiessen?  

I know that the challenges in life are really 

getting to me when I lose my humor and 

can't laugh at my pathetic situation.  More 

than once, the PLB and Erik have saved the 

day, bringing a smile to my face even in the 

darkest of hours (say before a faculty meet-

ing or a meeting of College Council).  I thank 

Erik for his effort and special unique per-

spective that he brought to the task.  

 

Most memorable article: The piece on anal 

sex. 

 

What I learned best from prior PLB is-

sues: That squirrels are absolutely despicable 

creators and cannot under any circumstances 

be trusted. 

 

Biggest let down or regret: That there were 

not more squirrel recipes. 
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ѫI thank Erik 

for his effort 

and special 

unique 

perspective 

that he brought 

to the task.Ѭ 

 -  Michael  

 Scheier  

Thiessen, with that fa-

miliar diabolical grin, 

seen here with Scheier 


