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%Al l the department al news thatlis fit to pri

Thiessen Reign of Terror Ends, Department Begins Healing

rn more about: This month the PLB be- down artic]eS, Confusing/ Sible?), coverage of ani-

gins anew era.  willbe  rampjing writing style, mals besides squirrels,
Erik Thiessen is fin- taking the reigns as editor, gnq his pathological ten- and sensationalized arti-
ished as PLB editor. printing all gdndyfortdliBgHss. t h alés@amvering topics we
Thank God. fit to print. As you might care about (gossip, sex,

) suspect, | envision the i i drugs). My hope is that
Thiessen’s abuse of PLB rivaling the NY Iaém%ia;tﬁglg?_éo There We dl 1 have more
power Times in coverage and |l e shorter articles,  across the department,

« Thiessen: master investigative reporting. more pictures (is that pos- With regularly appearing

manipulator? Just like the Times, the articles from grad stu-

PLB will report all of the = —g= dents, staff members, and

 Contest: Best Super- dirty gossip, include opin postdocs.

hero Name ion pieces that cover the
breaking department sto- : = With the end of the Thies-
ries, pictorial coverage of | == sen era comes the end of
local animals, and of e —— m the faculty abuse of
course, include a coupo power. Please submit arti-
section. cles (and article ideas) to
me , I 61 1 take

Some Highlights of this | want to acknowledge  pjessen inappropriately man- about anything

Issue: the wonderful work of handles everything. Here he (creswell@cmu.edu
the previous PLB edi- abuses a young faculty member

Thiessen abuses babies 2 tor, Erik Thiessen - David Creswell
(ET). As a remembrance,

Thiessen misconduct 2 this issue is largely de-
voted to memorializing 12
hi s figldolhope da

Thiessen: A retrospective 3 you enjoy it. | caution you 1o

in getting overly excited
Thiessen on Sociology 5 about ETOs re \
there are some dark cor- 6
ners if you look closely. \
Grad Talk 6 For example, the impact 4
factor of the PLB has

2
Thiessen: drunk and ar- 8 plummeted dur
rested. Again. tenure.

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Staff News 9 | blame this on his ten-
dency to write an exces-

. Impact factor of PLB, by year. Erik took over as
sive number of watered P Yy

editor in 2005 at which point the PLB impact
tanked.
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ChildrenlAs Tear s: A Hidden Cost of Scientific

lab as a parent rather than asyou can see in the picture,
When Dr. Thiessen negoti- a colleague. Here is the uglyEric tries to placate babies
ated soundproof testing truth: Dr. Thusegasteoagiab mansup e r i -
rooms as a part of his start ments are excruciatingly ~ ver he learned as a wrestler.
up package nobody consid- mind-numbingly boring.
ered this request suspicious. Therefore, soundproof test-
After all, Dr. Thiessen con- ing rooms are intended to  This article was submitted
ducts research on language prevent bone chilling baby by Dr. Anna Fisher, a con-
acquisition. 1, like many of  cries escaping the walls of cerned parent of a idonth
my colleagues, assumed thaDr . Thi e s s e n 6 sld bhby irl whowas trau- e
Dr. Thiessen is concerned chamber. On behalf ofdoz- mati zed by Thi es s
about outside noise interfer- ens of babies who have suf- tionable research practices
ing with his studies. Sadly, f er ed t hrough Dr. Thiessenos

Dr. Thiessen is smiling we have all been mistaken. experiments, | am asking
during a testing session, The real reason Dr. Thiessenyou to contact Dr. Thiessen
because he knows this needs soundproof testing  and demand that he makes
babyo6s cries Kdmsbecameappatestto hisexperiments less boring
heard outside of the me only when | visited his  (or at least less lengthy). As
lab.
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Erik Thiessen: A Retrospective

Great men are meteors, consuming themselves to light
the world.
- Napoleon Bonaparte

Until you're ready to look foolish, you'll never have the
possibility of being great.
- Cher

For the last 3 years, Erik Thiessen has worked tirelessly, X X ) .
fearlessly, and sometimes childishly to bring the CMU Thiessen, in one of his many disguises, so that

Psychology department the quality publication we know he can snap PLB photos

as the PLB. As the Editan-chief, his job was to report

the newd both research, personal, and squirrel related ) ) .

to the ever gossipungry mob that roams th& 8oor for _ Friday night _ din ner ?_ wel |
halls of Baker Hall. During this time, he made us laugh, gbout it because of the PETA Iaws_wt. The point here is whenever
he made us cry, he made us cheer, and he made us laugfhWas @ slownews monihme ani ng that Shel do
again. But what is Erik©os aIW@q dc Pt MW CigET simpaysrgated hisowysye ¢ a

ulty remember his time as PLB editor? And what doesth&ve | I and good i f you want to e
future hold in store for the ragag that gives us all an gives you a good laugh. But who among us wants that? All | can
excuse to take off our pantsna y b et h a-ardls PPty rthe that incoming Editor,

not work for 10 minutes as we run our eyes over the tittle PLB back to its roots: Course rosters and department birthdays.

-tattle of the previous month. Here I list, in no particular

order, the top 3 contri butiThewallspaye eyepliugeg to beghe pagejthatyau could get j g

ble reign. up to all sorts of shenanigans and nobody would ever know. Yet
ever since Rikki took over as PLB editor it seems as if around

1) Whatos Onre aofnaEmexkos | o@vgeecerper tpe[phsra p|g,|t@I cagergcharged and r_eady to shoot.
greatest gifts to the department is to make us realize that!t IS @lmost as if ET is a one man group of paparazzi. When

names are not written in stone. I, for example, always Mi ke ds tenure as deqtherewagRik he e
thought my name was Davi d Wih&gamgra When Ljrieqd DanBance rgvglutignor thefirst

birth certificate and that is what everyone calls me (to my(and last) timé there he was again. When Emilie, Erin, and
face at least). But | was J\eresanlesided 1&g hapny pogr shoydesiareay 2 pmion afFgiday
Davey Jones of Davey Joned 8uessyhowaspntheease wihacameraang Relpiag them to
from the 60s pomroup The Monkeys. You may think fln]sh the Chardonay. The botteline here’is that once again thg
l6m joking here but | 6m n &ifizensd higpsycholpgy departmentean g apquitheipbusingsg |
ing my new name was published two undergraduates wh¥ithout fear of being captured in digitatfésolution. Whether

| had never before laid eyes on started singing this means there will be an upsurge in, shall we say compromis-
iDaydream Believero as | JdbeRaxiq, repains{o bg sgen.Butl, ivrpge, ameaviligrogse
Charles Kemp had even arrived Erik had renamed the mendés room by the soda mact

hi mé.well, | wondt get i ntlswllRringme rrelighgpmanycounisn t he spirit

Dr . Thi e s ghemhesstorylmalsuggest that ) ) _ ) )

from now on we call him Rik, or Dr. T, or ET. Anything SO, there you have it. Erik Thiessen, editor, psychologist, and

that 6s even close to t hes dnanghid. Weha himothgnkfordogking fgryaed tq the figt
of each month with genuine anticipatibhhough most of us

2) 1tos ok.todotelhipoi kyd avouldlikete thank kathyMajors tgo fqr paking sure our pay-

1980s film about Florida high schoolers searching for sexcheck goes through. Few appreciate how much work is involved

in all the wrong places. lncgnpilingeaghisaug gf the Ri-Gvhg] witymaking ymngmes, o r

lies! Unlike the previous editor, Lori Holt, who combined taking pictures, and creating fibsout ET went over and above

cutting edge investigative reporting with a strong love of (@nd sometimes through) the call of duty. Erik, you will be sorely

gerbils, Rik Thiessen has never been shy about, well, mlsse_d and I, for one, salute you f(_)r s_acrlflcmg on our behalf

making up stuff. Brooke Feeney as a dagglled psycho- ~ Your time, your energy, and your dignity.

path? False! John Anderson has a fake leg? False! Dr. T ) )

as a burly man? False! Ken Kotovsky cooking squirrels - David Rakison


http://www.giga-usa.com/quotes/authors/napoleon_i_a001.htm
http://www.giga-usa.com/quotes/authors/cher_a001.htm
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Thiessen, with that fa-
miliar diabolical grin,
seen here with Scheier

| thank Erik

for his effort

and special

unigue

perspective

that he brought

to the task.
- Michael

Scheier
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The HeadlAs Corner: Scheier

Thiessen?

| know that the challenges in life are really
getting to me when | lose my humor and
can't laugh at my pathetic situatioklore

than once, the PLB and Erik have saved the
day, bringing a smile to my face even in the
darkest of hours (say before a faculty meet-
ing or a meeting of College Councillthank
Erik for his effort and special unique per-
spective that he brought to the task.

Most memorable article: The piece on anal
sex.

What | learned best from prior PLB is-
sues:That squirrels are absolutely despicable
creators and cannot under any circumstances
be trusted.

Biggest let down or regret:That there were
not more squirrel recipes.
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