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Psychology Professor Ken Kotovsky 

won the prestigious H&SS Elliot Dunlop 

Smith teaching award this year. This 

prestigious award is given out annually to 

recognize great teaching and leadership 

at Carnegie Mellon University.  

In tribute to Kenõs achievement, the PLB 

now asks the bold question, who is this 

man? Is he really that good? In the next 

couple of pages, youõll find never-before-

seen pictures chronicling Ken through 

the years, some remembrances, and a 

PLB-exclusive interview with Kenõs wife, 

Avis Kotovsky! This in-depth investigative 

reporting could perhaps be some of the 

PLBõs finest yet.  

Thank you to those who contributed to hon-

oring Ken in this report, you know who you 

are! And congratulations Ken on your 

achievement, and all that you do for the de-

partment! 

 

 ñ David Creswell, PLB Editor  

Ken Kotovsky: the man behind the teaching 
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Kenõs highschool yearbook picture. The pictures confirm that Ken had a full head of hair at one time. Diligent readers 

may notice that Ken had an early proclivity toward leadership (President of 11A!)  

     The PLB invites submissions describing what òSpecial Shopó means.   

Ken Kotovsky in High School 

Former professor Nick Yeung describes Ken.  "I care about my own advisees, and maybe the students in my classes.  Some of them.  
But Ken seems to care in an unconditional manner.  IF you are in undergrad, THEN he cares about you." 



Kenõs College Years 
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Ken showing some leg in his dorm room at MIT 

òFor Fuck's Sakeó 
 
One of my fellow graduate stu-
dents at Wisconsin had been a 
CMU undergrad.  When she 
found out I was taking the job 
here, she was very excited that I 
would be meeting Ken Ko-
tovsky.  She said, "I met with 
him all the time to try and fig-
ure out my career, and I always 
remember him saying, when-
ever he got excited, 'for fuck's 
sake, Sarah.'  As in, 'for fuck's 
sake, that's a terrible idea!'  So 
when you talk with him, try and 
get him to say for fuck's sake!" 

Ken smoking while riding his motorcycle. I 

guess there was some logical reason for doing 

this at the time. 

Scared of Ken? 
 
The last time I taught developmental research methods, one of the students was taking 
her second research methods course.  She had struggled in her first one, but did much 
better in this class.  She came to my office hours one day to say that she really appreciated 
the fact that the major required her to take two research methods courses.  One just had-
n't been enough for her, but after two, she felt really confident.  I told her she should 
mention that to Ken Kotovsky, since he coordinates the undergrad program, and he 
would appreciate hearing it. She looked pensive for a second, and then said, "OK, I'll do 
it.  I can do it.  I'm not scared of Ken Kotovsky like some of the other girls are." I asked 
her why anyone would be scared of Ken, and she said, "I don't know if you know this, but 
I've heard that he swears a lot.  Some people think he must be pretty angry to swear so 
much." Ken has always loved sailing. Fortu-

nately his fashion sense has evolved. Is  

that a snake around his neck? 

Ken at his college graduation (from MIT), with his mother, and 

soon-to-be wife Avis 

Ken and Skiing 
 
According to Brooke, Ken has been known to fool 
inexperienced skiiers onto black diamond slopes by 
telling them that they're actually really easy slopes.  
This apparently happened to her once, causing her to 
be 'very scared.'  Ken disputes this, but the fact re-
mains, Brooke rarely goes skiing any more. 


