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Snow and More Snow in February!  



The PLB has more breaking 

squirrel news... 

 

Kotovsky continues to add to 

his arsenal of squirrel re-

moval techniques. Since 

winter has set in, Ken has 

gotten a little stir crazy and 

is now experimenting with 

more aggressive practices. 

Meet Kenõs new house pet, 

a 2 year old female hawk.  

 

Ken has taken up the an-

cient practice of hawking in 

Squirrel Hill. Ken had a lot to 

say about his new hobby: 

òHawking is the oldest sport 

in the world. In medieval 

times the hawk you flew was 

a mark of status and degree, 

and said as much as the 

type of car you would drive 

today. My hawk is way better 

than my Prius in terms of 

squirrel kills, by the way.ó  

 

Ken reports that his hawk 

isnõt the òidealó housepet. 

His hawk has been known to 

attack his wife and house-

guests, but Ken claims itõs 

worth it. He advises new 

hawkers to avoid flying their 

hawks near power lines or in 

their attics.  
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Some may find it ironic that Ken is wearing 

a t-shirt òSquirrels for Peaceó in his faculty 

profile pictureñ given his new hawk. When 

asked about the t-shirt, Ken said not to 

worry, his hawk ripped that shirt to shreds 

months ago. Heõs now wearing a t-shirt with 

a picture of his hawk on the front and the 

words òPeace through superior firepoweró 

emblazoned across the back.  

 

Stay tuned for more squirrel news. 

Ken Kotovsky: Squirrel Hunter  

Kotovskyõs Hawk Bags Her 200th Squirrel Near the Ko-

tovsky Residence 



Psycho?Logical?Bulletin!  

Sheldon Cohen has received a 

lot of lucrative offers from pri-

vate companies over the last 

couple of years.  Johnson & 

Johnson, Kleenexé but heõs got 

something new, something he 

claims is going to pay for his re-

tirementé stress balls. Thatõs 

right, Sheldon believes in the 

transformative power of squeez-

ing soft squishy balls.  

 

In an email statement, Sheldon 

says:òYou underestimate the 

efficacy of stress balls. They are 

inexpensive, you can put your 

company logo on them, and they 

reduce stress. There is accumu-

lating evidence that those who 

use stress balls are at lowered 

risk for morbidity and mortality 

and have high quality of life. 

Stress ball users are also more 

likely to get tenure.ó  

 

Sheldon does not know what his 

role will be in promoting the 

product at this time. But he tells 

the PLB that you can bet heõll be 

squeezing his balls next time 

heõs on the Today Show. 

 

We are excited to meet a new group of pro-

spective graduate students. These students 

will have the opportunity to meet with fac-

ulty and graduate students, and learn more 

about our program. Welcome, we are so de-

lighted to have you! The picture (right) was 

taken at the Behrmann-Plaut residence last 

year during our graduate recruitment/

interview weekend.  

Who will fill these shoes this year?!   

 

 

Thanks to Erin Donahoe and David Rakison 

for organizing the weekend, and thanks to 

our current graduate student hosts (and 

numerous others) for making the visit a suc-

cess.  
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Sheldon Cohen Endorses Stress Balls  

Dept Welcomes Prospective Grad Students  








