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Ken Kotovsky: Squirrel Hunter

The PLB has more breaking
squirrel news...

times the hawk you flew was

a mark of status and degree,

and said as much as the

type of car you would drive

today. My hawk is way better

than my Prius in terms of
squirrel kill s, by

Kotovsky continues to add tc
his arsenal of squirrel re-
moval techniques. Since
winter has set in, Ken has
gotten a little stir crazy and
is now experimenting with
more aggressive practices.
Meet Kends n
a 2 year old female hawk.

Ken reports that his hawk
isndt the oideald
His hawk has been known to
attack his wife and house-
guests, but Ken cl
worth it. He advises new
hawkers to avoid flying their
hawks near power lines or in
L — k . ; i their attica. |

Kot ovs 6s Ha Bags Her 200t Squirre Ne e
he P4 gence

©°7 103 Resi

Ken has taken up the an-
cient practice of hawking in
Squirrel Hill. Ken had a lot t
say about his new hobby:
oOoHawking is t
in the world. In medieval

ay find it ironic that Ken is wearing

irt oSquirrels for P
icturegi given his new hawk. When

bout the-shirt, Ken said not to

is hawk ripped that shirt to shreds
hs ago. Heé&lErntwitow weseé
e of his hawk on the front and the
s OoOPeace through sury

oned across the back.

ned for more squirrel news.
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Sheldon Cohen Endorses Stress Balls

Sheldon Cohen has received a lating evidence that those who
lot of lucrative offers from pri- use stress balls are at lowered
vate companies over the last risk for morbidity and mortality
couple of years. Johnson & and have high quality of life.
Johnson, K1 e e n e x Stress ball users are also more
something new, something he l'i kely to get t

claims is going to pay for his re-
tirementé stress
right, Sheldon believes in the
transformative power of squeez-
ing soft squishy balls.

Sheldon does not know what his
role will be in promoting the
product at this time. But he tells
the PLB that vy
squeezing his balls next time

In an email statement, Sheldon heds on the Toc¢
says: 0You under e

efficacy of stress balls. They are

inexpensive, you can put your

company logo on them, and they

reduce stress. There is accumu-

Dept Welcomes Prospective Grad Students
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"All the News
That's Fit to Print"

The Grad Talk Times

Late Edition
PLB's Grad Talk ushers
i "new era of civility
and class."

PITTSBURGH, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2010

Message From the Editors

Dear readers:

Imagine our surprise when we learned last week that we
had been formally nominated (read: appointed) by a panel
of our peers (read: Blair and Bryan) to the esteemed Grad
Talk editorial board. The previous editorial board has
chosen to end their tenure for unspecified reasons (read:
they ran out of ideas) and have enthusiastically passed the

torch to us.

‘We want you to know that we do not take this

responsibility lightly and we consider your entertainment
our highest priority. Clearly, the previous editors have set
the bar pretty high. A quick review of the previous three
issues highlights the breadth and subtlety of their comedic
sense that the Grad Talk section has come to exemplify:
pictures of faculty members' faces on other people's bodies,
drawings of faculty members, and pictures of faculty

members' faces on elves' bodies.

So, continuing the illustrious tradition of the PLB as a
place where once funny jokes go to die, we present you,
dear readers, with just a sample of the many features we

have planned.

* Pictures of grad students' faces on other people's bodies
* Pictures of faculty members' bodies on other people's

faces

* Pictures of faculty members' faces on their own bodies
* Ken Kotovsky something something squirrels

Clearly, this is going to be exciting year.

Your loyal editors,
Alan J., Colleen D., and Matt W.

»,

Examples of upcoming features: faculty members'
Jfaces on rodent's bodies (top), babies' faces on
Jaculty members' bodies (bottom).

Special Section: Prospective Students Visit Pittsburgh, Protests Planned

This special issue of Grad Talk is
devoted to the visiting prospective
students, whose wide-eyed
optimism sickens all of us to no
end. We know that familiarizing
yourself with a new city can be a
daunting task and you may have
many questions: "What are some
good nearby restaurants?", "How
can I get around?", "Where should I

look for apartments?" Geez, you

never shut up; ever heard of
Google? Anyway, here's some fun
facts about your future home.
Transportation

Do you like riding subways, but
hate how they take you places?
Well, you’re in luck! Pittsburgh is

the home of the shortest Metro
system anywhere! So should you
somehow find yourself downtown
and wanting to ride a subway
without the hassle of ending up
anywhere NOT DOWNTOWN, just
hop on! And then, two minutes
later, hop back off, two blocks from
where you started. Continued on
next page.



Confinued fiom previous page.
(Okay, so in the name of full
disclosure, the underground subway
system DOES turn into a light rail
system that will take you to various
places in the South Hills, so if you
happen to live up there it may
actually be useful, especially if you
work downtown).

But, should you want your
transportation to take  you
anywhere, there are also plenty of
busses going all around the city.
Especially if you live in Shadyside
or Squirrel Hill, there are at least six
busses that will take you there. And
with so many buses, they probably
come pretty frequently, right? Well,
in theory, this is frue. But really
what happens is that instead of
getting one bus every 5-10 minutes,
you get nothing for 20-30 minutes
and then 6 buses ALL AT ONCE.

But you know what? They're
buses. They take you where you
want, and you (as a CMU student)
can ride them for free.

Artwork

On your way in this morning, you
probably noticed the Walking to the
Sky installation. In fact, you
probably tried to ask ome of the
statues on the ground next to it for
directions.

Walking to the Sky is, according to
the artist Jonathan Borofsky, "a

This is just for show.

They should at least put a hamburger or
something up there.

Om nom nom.

celebration of the human potential
for discovering who we are and

where we need to go.” With that in
mind, it is pretty inspiring to notice
that the students are walking up TO
NOTHING. So just keep that in
mind, prospective students: you too
have the potential to reach for the
sky, and then get up there to find
yourself plummeting back to the

ground.

Robots

Carnegie Mellon is well-known for
its robotics. Fun fact: the first
robots were created here! So we
are very proud of our robots, no
matter how creepy they may seem.
Hence, we love Tank, the robot
stationed just inside Newell-Simon
Hall, whose creepy computer head
follows you as you pass by, and
who greets you in his disturbing
computer-generated voice. You can
ask him all sorts of questions, like
where different classrooms are in
the building. We’re sure he can tell
you other things, but frankly we’re
too creeped out by him to ask. But
if you prefer adorable robots,
Pittsburgh has those too. In
particular, CMU researchers made a
grass-clipping sheep robot named
Moe (HA! Get it?!), designed to
reduce the amount of gardening
maintenance needed outside Phipps
Conservatory. Through July of last
year, Moe wandered the grounds of
the conservatory, munching on
grass and amusing spectators.
Continued on next page.

Grad Libs

At Grad Talk, we want every issue
to be entertaining and interactive.
And so, we offer these Grad Libs as
as an alternative to Facebook
stalking while waiting to go home or
to Mardi Gras or someplace warmer
this weekend. Fill the blanks below.
Then plug them in to the numbered
blanks in the story. Enjoy!

noun

. adj.
. pl.
adw.

noun

. —ing verb

. time of day

. COUrse name

. store name
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. adj.

10. cafe chain

11. beverage

12. wverb
13. pl.

14. time units

noun

15. room name

16. noun

17. noun
18. wverb
19. group of

people

20. same as #1






