7th Grade Science Class Work, February 14th, 2006


Insects
Part I. Copy the following onto a sheet of paper.

You can identify an insect by looking at its body.  It has three body sections, SIX legs, one pair of antennae, and usually one or two pairs of wings.  Common insects include ants, butterfly, grasshopper, bees, and beetles.
For every human being alive, there are 200 million insects.  Some insects do damage to us, like flies, fleas, and mosquitoes.  Others damage our crops, like locusts.  Most insects are harmless and even helpful to human kind.  Bees make honey.  Silkworms spin silk.  Many insects, like the bees and butterflies, help to pollinate (mate) flowers when they travel from one flower to the other looking for nectar (the sweet juice inside the flower).  The pollen, stuck on the insects’ body, travel from flower to flower and help plants reproduce.

The three parts of the insect’s body are the head, thorax, and the abdomen.  The thorax is the middle section.  Here is where the insect’s wings and 6 legs are attached.  The head has eyes and antennae.  The abdomen contains the insect’s organs.

Roughly sketch these two insects (an ant and a wasp) onto your paper and identify its body parts.  Do not draw the details, just the outline.
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Please find and label: head, thorax, abdomen, wings, leg, eyes, antennae, on both of these insects.
NAME ___________________


Part II. Answer the Questions

Which of the following are insects?  Which are not insects?  Explain.

	

Spider
	Insect

Not Insect
	Why?

	

Cockroach
	Insect
Not Insect
	Why?
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Centipede
	Insect

Not Insect
	Why?

	


Beetle
	Insect

Not Insect
	Why?


List three insects that are bad for us or our plants.  Explain.

List three insects that are good for us or our plants.  Explain.
